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Dear John 
  
Many thanks for your appearance before the Committee yesterday. I appreciate that 
it was a long session covering a broad spectrum of topics but the Committee found it 
very useful, including in informing its future work.  
  

The Committee had a work programme discussion immediately after your evidence 
session and I wanted to highlight to you in particular the Committee’s decision to 
undertake pre-legislative scrutiny on any bill stemming from the Governance Review 
consultation. I wanted to raise this with you at this early stage to enable your officials 
to factor this additional parliamentary scrutiny into the bill’s timetable. 
  
As discussed yesterday, potential changes to structures, lines of accountability or 
funding mechanisms for schools would be of great interest to stakeholders including 
parents. The Committee would therefore want to ensure it has the opportunity to 
scrutinise and influence these proposals before the bill is introduced. 
  
You will be aware that the SPPA Committee last session recommended that all 
Government bills should be provided to Parliament in draft form and, where this was 
not possible, a written explanation should be provided. Whilst the Government could 
not commit to implementing this recommendation, its response did confirm that it 
would seek to increase the number of bills available in draft form.  
  
Given the likely level of interest in any education bill on governance, and the 
importance to the school system of getting such changes right, the Committee would 
very much appreciate confirmation that it will have sight of a draft bill at the earliest 
opportunity in the legislative process. In addition, the Committee would appreciate 
confirmation that a policy statement will be produced in response to the submissions 
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to the Governance Review, as this will enable the Committee to track how the 
responses have shaped Government policy. 
  

If possible, I should appreciate a response by Thursday 17th November as the 
Committee will discuss its work programme again on 23rd November. 
  
Once the Official Report of yesterday’s session is available I will write again 
highlighting areas where you indicated that further Government scrutiny was merited, 
for example in relation to additional support needs. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
JAMES DORNAN MSP 
CONVENER 


